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Politics through the Mind : An International Political Psychology Analysis of Trump’s China Policy
CAI Cui=hong YU Da—hao - 64

Abstract : U.S. policy toward China under the Trump administration displayed pronounced features of irrationality and abrupt shifts. Drawing on the
perspective of international political psychology , this article constructs a "cognition—emotion—decision" chain model to explain how leaders” psychological
mechanisms shape policy formation. Trump’s policy preferences toward China stemmed from his distinctive cognitive structure. As domestic and international
pressures accumulated , existing cognitive biases were further amplified by emotional reactions and reinforced through executive decision—making processes.
These dynamics ultimately manifested in high—intensity and high—risk policies , including the trade war and the technology war with China. The proposed
chain model suggests that the radicalization of U.S. China policy during the Trump era cannot be explained solely by structural competition , but also
resulted from the deep involvement of leadership psychology. Understanding the trajectory of Trump’s perceptions and emotions regarding China provides
an important lens for examining the psychological cleavages in contemporary U.S. politics. More importantly , identifying how these psychological
mechanisms are translated into state policy is crucial for assessing whether China—U.S. relations can move toward more rational competition , effective
crisis management , and renewed cooperation.

Key Words : International Political Psychology ; Trump’s China Policy ; Psychological Chain of Policymaking ; Trade War ; Technology War
The United States” Supply Chain Security Narrative toward China and Its Implications SU Hang SUN Ai~hua +82*

Abstract : Against the backdrop of global supply chain restructuring, competition among countries has increasingly focused on the supply chains.
Leveraging the constructive role of narratives in international relations , the U.S. government has continuously reinforced its supply chain security narrative
toward China under the "generation—application" framework. By employing a "binary opposition" security narrative , the U.S. has fostered exclusive group
identity , portraying China as a "risk" and "threat" to global supply chains. The rise of this narrative represents not only a superficial response by the U.S.
to global supply chain risks but also a strategic tool to solidify perceptions of China—related supply chain risks and establish discursive hegemony over
supply chains. In essence , it leverages security narratives to expand U.S. policy options toward China and maintain its dominant position in global supply
chains. Building on this narrative foundation , the United States has advanced supply chain initiatives such as "de—risking" and "de—Sinicization" , translating
security narratives into concrete policy practices and generating a dynamic interaction between narrative formation and policy feedback. The U.S. supply
chain security narrative toward China has profoundly influenced China—U.S. economic and trade relations and the operational dynamics and governance
structure of the global supply chain system. Supply chain security narratives have emerged as a new issue in Sino—U.S. strategic competition and a new
driver of global supply chain restructuring. Therefore , China should actively construct a narrative framework conducive to its own interests and stable
global supply chain cooperation , from the three perspectives of "counter narrative , proactive narrative , and global governance narrative", thus continuously
enhancing China’s discursive power in shaping global narratives.

Key Words : Supply Chain Security Narrative ; Generation—Application ; Role Construction ; Binary Opposition ; Action Framework ; Discursive Power
Pragmatic Diplomacy of the Lee Jae—myung Administration in South Korea and Its Policy toward Japan ZHAN De=bin -96+

Abstract : This paper takes the theory of pragmatic diplomacy as its analytical starting point and constructs an analytical framework of "interest
prioritization—issue differentiation—flexible balancing" to systematically examine the adjustment logic , practical pathways, and structural constraints of the
Lee Jae—myung administration’s policy toward Japan since it assumed office. The study finds that the Lee administration has not continued its distinct
anti—Japanese political stance from its time in opposition. Instead , under the combined influence of role transformation to head of state , shifts in domestic
public perceptions, and the restructuring of the regional security environment, it has adopted a pragmatic diplomatic approach toward Japan oriented
toward policy outcomes and national interests. The core features of this approach are reflected in several dimensions. First, in setting diplomatic priorities
toward Japan, it emphasizes policy continuity while downplaying ideological considerations. Second, regarding historical issues, it acknowledges existing
policy arrangements , adheres to fundamental principles, and avoids escalation of confrontation. Third, it strengthens leader—level communication through
the institutionalization of "shuttle diplomacy". Fourth, it promotes the stable operation of South Korea—Japan relations through multi—track functional
cooperation. Although this pragmatic approach has, to some extent, mitigated policy fluctuations resulting from regime change , it has not altered the
structural constraints facing South Korea—Japan relations. Historical and territorial disputes , the resurgence of right—wing politics in Japan , and the alliance—
oriented consolidation of trilateral cooperation among the United States, Japan, and South Korea have collectively compressed the policy space for
pragmatic diplomacy. As a result, South Korea—Japan relations exhibit a fundamental characteristic of "stability with underlying fragility". The diplomatic
practice of the Lee Jae—myung administration demonstrates that pragmatism is not a final solution to bilateral tensions , but rather a realistic strategy for
managing risks , mitigating conflicts , and securing strategic flexibility under structural constraints.

Key Words : Lee Jae—myung Administration ; Pragmatic Diplomacy ; South Korea—Japan Relations ; Policy toward Japan ; Shuttle Diplomacy ; Multi—
track Cooperation
Global Economic Governance from the Perspective of Norm Degeneration: An Analysis Based on U.S. Global Economic
Governance Policies LIU Bin LI Sheng-miao + 111+

Abstract : The global economic governance order is entering a period of restructuring under the impact of both internal and external shocks. Norms,
as an important component of international order, have also been disrupted and reshaped. Existing norm theories overlook the complex process of norm
degeneration caused by the policy changes of leading countries. This article analyzes the evolution of global economic governance norms in the context of
China—U.S. strategic competition. By examining changes in U.S. policies in areas such as trade and economic affairs, climate governance, and industrial
policies , this article shows how different administrations have shifted their attitudes toward norms. The study further refines the process of normative
change under internal and external shocks: from the Obama administration’s reinforcement of neoliberal norms to "lock in" China, to the Trump 1.0
administration’s turn toward partial abandonment, then to the Biden administration’s emphasis on the values underlying norms and the resulting
weaponization of norms, and finally to the Trump 2.0 administration’s complete abandonment of neoliberal norms. Global economic governance is thus
shifting from neoliberalism toward economic nationalism. In the process of restructuring the global economic governance order, China should attach
importance to norms, emphasize their functional role, address existing deficiencies, reduce their ideological overtones, and enhance inclusiveness and
openness , thereby providing greater certainty for global economic development and governance.

Key Words : Global Economic Governance ; Norm Degeneration ; Weaponization of Norms ; Neoliberalism ; Economic Nationalism
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